A dose finding study of carboplatin and gemcitabine in advanced non-small cell lung cancer.
The excellent activity of the cisplatin-gemcitabine combination and favorable toxicological profile of carboplatin are the basis of carboplatin-gemcitabine combination therapy for non-small cell lung cancer. We carried out a dose-finding study with the aim of establishing the maximum tolerated dose (MTD) of carboplatin on day 1 in combination with gemcitabine at the dose of 1000 mg/m2 on days 1 and 8 in a 21-day cycle. The starting dose level for carboplatin was the area under the concentration time curve (AUC) 4 mg/ml/min. 18 patients were treated and a dose limiting toxicity was observed in 2 cases at the level of AUC 6 mg/ml/min. AUC 5 mg/ml/min was considered as the MTD for carboplatin in our regimen. Notably, 7 objective responses were observed.